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CHAIR’S WELCOME

 Welcome to June and another edition of All About Cleeve!  Our future feels
increasingly secure because, at their April meeting, the Parish Council confirmed a
grant to AAC of £500 to help cover our costs.  This is critically important for AAC and
we are very grateful.  This month we have a range of articles for you including the
first part of the local WW2 Starfish story which will run over a number of months;
more short articles on local businesses and users of the Village Hall; and an update
on what's happening in Goblin Combe woods. As you may know, Bristol Airport has
recently applied to expand from 12 to 15 million passengers a year having obtained,
in 2022, permission to grow from 10 - 12 mppa.  This will have an impact on Cleeve
residents in terms of traffic, car parking, noise and environmental degradation.  They
plan to start major works in 2029. The Parish Council is submitting a detailed objection
and everyone is encouraged to voice their own opinion (for or against) direct to North
Somerset via the website https://n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services and follow links to
Planning.  The application number is 26/P/0686/OU2.

Denis Burn

FOCOS (Friends Of Cleeve Over Sixties)

Winning numbers for the FOCOS lottery

4th April 52 Lin Mortimer
25th April 23 Chris & Brian Smith
2nd May 19 Jean Ashman

Congratulation to all our winners, especially Jean with 19 popping up in March and
May. As ever, we are grateful to all our players as the lottery underpins all our other
fund raising.
  Our new lottery year started on 1st June, so we hope everyone will rejoin for 2026/7.

GARDENING TIP

Put up hanging baskets for colour and scent all summer.
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NAILSEA LEG CLUB

Please don't forget that Leg Club is available to anyone who is registered with
Tyntesfield Medical Group, which covers Nailsea, Backwell, Flax Bourton, Barrow
Gurney, Long Ashton, Wraxall and parts of Tickenham and Cleeve. It's a large area
and we're keen that as many people as possible should know about what we offer.
If you'd like to visit on a Wednesday morning to see what goes on, you'd be very
welcome, and have a tea/coffee (plus cake!).

Judith Brown
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VILLAGE HALL UPDATE

Just an update on your local village hall.
   Firstly, we have a new defibrillator replacing the older one which was showing its
age and was difficult to get parts for. We thank the Parish Council for providing it.
   Secondly, we have a brand new website which should be easier to use giving
details, amongst other things, of the fantastic entertainment on offer at the hall.
   Next, thanks to North Somerset Council we'll be improving our borders with the
provision of some free plants.
   Finally, we hope to erect a new noticeboard shortly at the entrance to the hall which
we can then use to advertise local events and entertainment
 Please support our local events

The hall management team

UKRAINE UPDATE

Dear friends
I’ve just heard from Andy and the good news is that transportation is very soon to be
available again for our donations to Ukraine.  He and others are also looking into
getting their own vehicle which will allow more fluidity.
CURRENT ITEMS REQUIRED:
Kitchen equipment, cutlery and cookware.   BUT PLEASE NO CROCKERY (it weighs
a lot and is subject to damage)
Bedding, duvets, blankets, pillows, linen
Medical Supplies, hygiene products, stoma bags, catheters
Mobility Aids….from walking sticks to wheelchairs
Large Candle Stubs….
Tools for building purposes…nails, screws, hammers, saws etc.
PLEASE NO CLOTHING….basically it’s because Poland has put a fine of £1,200
for any clothing crossing the border.  (Andy and others are trying to get a a Romanian
crossing going which will help)
   If you feel you are able to help please email me on terandlib@yahoo.co.uk or
message on 07902-137146 advising me of your donations.  As soon as I have enough
for a Collection I will be back in touch.
 Thank you so much

Libby

GARDENING TIPS

Ventilate your greenhouse on a regular basis. If it is still too hot inside, keep the doors
open too.
   It is usually at this time of year that whitefly and red spider mite populations in the
greenhouse explode so, before that happens; order some natural predators via us
to control these difficult pests the natural way.
   Many indoor plants will benefit from the summer outside! Make sure that they are
put in a shady spot and watered well.
Make sure newly planted fruit canes and bushes are always well watered.
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FOCOS MYSTERY TOUR 2026

Finalising details for our 2026 Mystery Tour.
TUESDAY 9TH JUNE
Pick up points – 9.30am Cleeve - in lay by next to the shops

9.40am Claverham - bus stop opposite Stream Cross Community
 Church.

Expected return time – approx. 7.30pm [please note later time]
As usual lunch and a cream tea are included in the trip.

The trip is fully booked, and we have a waiting list, so please let us know if you
are unable to attend - 838515 or 832917

CLEEVE & CLAVERHAM MOTHERS’ UNION

The Cleeve & Claverham Mothers’ Union Worldwide Lunch will be held this year on
Wednesday 17th June, from 12noon until 2pm in Cleeve Village Hall. This event is
open to all.
   The meal will consist of a hot jacket potato with a good choice of tasty fillings,
various delicious puddings and tea/coffee.
   This popular event is by ticket only, so a call to Lin on 838515 or Gill on
832917 will get you a ticket – priced at just £8.
   However, to manage the catering – a) orders must be made by Wednesday
10th June and b) we need to be advised of vegetarians, vegans and any food
allergies, so we can cater for all.
 Lifts are available, just ask Gill or Lin when you book.

   All proceeds are for the Mothers’ Union Worldwide Fund, which enables valuable
work to be carried out both in the UK and abroad.

CLEEVE & CLAVERHAM MOTHERS’ UNION TODDLERS’ PICNIC

Cleeve and Claverham MU would like to invite babies and toddlers who are, under
school age, together with their parents/grandparents/carers to come and join us for
a picnic in the lawned area at Cleeve Village Hall on Friday 10th July at 12 noon.
   If you would like to join us for a lovely lunch and fun time, please contact Lin Mortimer
on 01934 838515, no later than Friday 3rd July, to advise her of the number of adults
and children requiring food [please leave a message if there is no answer on the
phone].
   The cost of the lunch for adults is £3. Children are free. Please also advise if any
vegetarian meals are required and of any food allergies, so that we can cater for
everyone attending.
 There is ample parking at Cleeve Village Hall.

   If the weather looks inclement, the picnic will still go ahead, but we will move inside
the Village Hall.
 We look forward to seeing you there.
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From All About Cleeve – March 1995. – With thanks to the present Cleeve Village
Hall Management Committee for continuing to maintain and run this wonderful asset
to the village so efficiently!

VILLAGE HALL NEWS (March 1995)

 Despite the floods outside the Hall and the terrible weather which is trying to find its
way into the Hall! Cleeve Village Hall Management Committee continue to make
necessary repairs and improvements to the facilities.
   We would like to say a big thank you to Ralph Challis who stood around in wellies
trying to unblock anything and everything to relieve the problems of flooding around
the Hall. He eventually succeeded in finding the blockages and the water was able
to join the rest of the flood water and find a place to drain away. Its a good job he
possesses a sound pair of wellies!
   We are awaiting the fitting of some outside security lights by the front and back
doors.
   The curtains are being made for the stage back drop and quotes are being sought
for roofing repairs and alterations to the annexe (this is to get over problems of water
coming in and to try and extend the life of the current flat roof).
   Despite various efforts to improve the parking, the weather has defeated us and
access to the back door has been somewhat wet! It is hoped that Ralph and Eric's
efforts have helped alleviate the problem. All we need now is some better weather!
A plea to all users of the Hall:
Please make sure all lights are turned off before you leave and shut all doors and
switch off heaters. It is helpful if you could turn off individual heaters as well as the
main heating switch.
   Thanks to Gill Roe's shopping expedition the Hall is the proud owner of 100 new
cups and saucers shortly to be followed by some plates and cutlery, funds permitting.
This will all help to make the hall attractive to new and regular users and will be very
helpful at the Over 60's Christmas Party and similar events attracting a large number
of people.

WOODLANDS ALIVE
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STAR 65 BEREAVEMENT GROUP

Free and open drop in sessions to our
peer supported Bereavement and

Loss group every 2nd and 4th
Wednesday 4-6pm and Saturday

12-noon at 65 High Street, Nailsea.
Come and chat or just listen.

For information contact:
Pam Lambert 01275 462820

or 07977 9564
Gill Atkinson 07722 298550

AAC Advertising Rates
Eighth page - £52.50 p.a.
Quarter page - £105 p.a.
Half page - £185 p.a.
Full page - £290 p.a.
Back page - £370 p.a.

Interested? Contact us for details
5,000 copies published annually

and read by many more
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CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL

Council Meetings
Meetings are held in Cleeve Village Hall on the 2nd Tuesday of each month (except
August and December when no meetings are held).
   Our Chair of the Parish Council is Ronnie Morley, your other Councillors being
Colin Knowles (Vice Chair), Hilary Burn, Marianne Pitman, Carol Molloy and Simon
Chambers.
   Details of meetings, agendas and minutes continue to be published on our website
which can be accessed via this QR code

Village Hall Defibrillator: Our new defibrillator is now installed, and operational, at
the Village Hall.
Bristol  Airport: The Bristol Airport Expansion Application (Reference number
26/P/0686/OU2 ) is now live and open for comments.
   Follow this link https://planning.n-somerset.gov.uk/online-applications/ click
the "Search for a Planning Application" button enter the reference number
26/P/0686/OU2 in the "Simple Search" box.

The deadline for submissions to NSC is 28 June and it is very important that
as many people as possible register their objections.

Main Points
There will be an approximate doubling of traffic on the A38 causing congestion and
a spillover of airport traffic on to rural lanes and the A370
There will be an increase in annual day flights to 99,931 - just under 100,000
Night flights will increase from 4,000 to 4,974
 An increase in ground and air noise

   Code E aircraft are being brought in for long-haul flights. These flights are wide
bodied large aircraft and noisier than code C narrow bodied airliners
   There will be arrival landing lights on Felton Common, a public space. There will
be more lighting on the Western and Eastern Aprons and the new car parks
 There will be many more aircraft stands increasing from 38 to more than 50

  The Western Apron is to house 38 aircraft. This apron is to be raised approximately
25 m. Lighting and ground noise will be received from it.
 There is no new multi-storey car park in this application.

 Car parking for 4,600 cars is required and it will be on green belt land.
 Aviation Emissions will rise.
 The Airport is extending its boundaries.

Local issues: There will be more car parking in Cleeve Village from passengers
parking and taking the bus to the Airport
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     The bats roost is in Kingswood, the bats will be heavily affected as more land is
taken for car parking from where they forage
 Biodiversity will decline
 Air and Noise will both increase
 The landscape in our surrounding area is being changed and the lighting from the

airport will be become noticeable.
Facebook and Website: You will find us on Facebook if you search Cleeve Parish
Council and like our page. We update various issues of local interest, and activities
of the Parish Council.
   We are also pleased to post a link on our website to view the current “All About
Cleeve” each month.

Andy Warren
Clerk to Cleeve Parish Council

I can be contacted on 07932 191964 and by email on
clerk@cleeveparishcouncil.gov.uk

www.cleeveparishcouncil.gov.uk



14

FOCOS CAKE & TEA AFTERNOON at BICKLEY
Thursday 2nd July 2026

An invitation to all in Cleeve and Claverham

There will be a delicious Afternoon Tea event in the lovely surroundings of Bickley
on Thursday 2nd July, commencing at 2.30pm.
   Come along, soak up the ambiance, savour the delicious cakes and scones, enjoy
a hot or cold beverage and catch up with all latest happenings, inside the marquee
at Bickley.
   As you enjoy your afternoon, don’t miss the chance to introduce yourselves to the
Lamas, and Bickley’s other wildlife, whilst looking out over wonderful views of the
Bristol Channel into Wales.
   To book your place for this popular afternoon out, please ring the FOCOS hotline
on either 832917 or 838515 – if our call centre staff are unavailable, please leave a
message. The cost for this enchanting afternoon is just £2.50. Lifts are available
– just ask.

TSC LONDON MARATHON

I walked to the start line on that sunny Sunday morning, with the feeling of excitement
and nerves in my stomach; It was a warm day to be out on the streets of the capital,
tapping out the miles, but it was an absolute privilege.
   It’s hard to describe the whole experience, but oh wow - the noise, the signs, the
crowds, the displays of friendship and love, were all amazing, the best of humanity.
   Did I enjoy it – Yes. Was it tough – Yes. Will I do it again - No thank you, for me it
was a once in a lifetime experience
   I am delighted to say I raised £3,805.00 Alzheimer’s Research UK – A massive
“thank you” to everyone that purchased a cake, pie or quiche at out pop-up stall
and/or that sponsored me directly.

Helen Mortimer
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WOODLANDS ALIVE

In the last edition I introduced you to Goblin Combe Lodge site, where we welcome
day and residential visitors at our eco lodge, communal cottage and camping field.
This time, I'd like to offer you a snapshot into how we look after the wider Goblin
Combe woodland and paths that Groundwork manage for the benefit and enjoyment
of you, the local community, and its many other visitors.
   It's a joy and a privilege to watch the woodlands in Goblin Combe come alive and
burst into activity during Spring with bluebells, primroses, cuckoo flowers, wild garlic
and wood anemones amongst many others greeting visitors along the footpaths. A
little team of ecologists and trainees regularly visit these woods to undertake
monitoring surveys of some of the wildlife here, specifically the endangered and
protected hazel dormouse. Numbers have been falling across the country and indeed
in Goblin Combe over the last few years, so it was very exciting and heartening (not
to mention exceptionally cute), to see these dormice nesting in our woodlands again
on the first survey of the season in April.  We have plans in place to improve the
habitats for these and our other wild residents in the next few years with a schedule
of coppicing and complimentary woodland management to enhance and improve the
natural environment.
   You may have seen us out and about in the woodland in the new (to us!) vehicle
in recent months with teams of volunteers, clearing back some of the overhanging
and encroaching vegetation from the paths and removing old tree guards and litter.
For the larger trees and branches that come down over the main paths, we bring in
our trusty team of tree surgeon contractors who make the area safe. You may also
see them removing some of the ash trees that have suffered in the recent ash die
back outbreak, as we undertake a rolling programme of works to manage these. We
are grateful to also have local residents who helpfully let us know when a large tree
or branch has come down overnight and is blocking the main path - if you're regularly
in the woods and come across one of these, please do send me a WhatsApp or email
on the contact details below with a picture and location and help us keep the paths
safe and accessible for all.
   We're due to be in the woods on our next volunteer day on Monday 15th June with
woodland steps to maintain and paths to clear. If you or someone you know would
enjoy getting out in the woodland and lending a hand, why not get in touch and join
us? Drop me an email or a message and I'll let you know all the details.
 Until next time!

Rosie Turner, Goblin Combe Project Manager, Groundwork South,
Mobile: 07849834645, email: rosie.turner@groundwork.org.uk
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CLEEVE AND CLAVERHAM TABLE TENNIS CLUB

The table tennis club has been active for years.  Mike Withyman joined in around
1970, became secretary to the club in the early 1980s and still performs this role,
although no longer an active player.  The club met at the St Barnabas church hall in
Claverham, a rather cold and basic wooden structure, before moving to Cleeve Village
Hall in around 1980 making them a very long-term user of the Hall.
   The club is in good health, meeting each Tuesday at 7.30pm from September to
April.  They field four teams (each with three players) in the Bristol League and
possibly five teams next season.  The Bristol League has seven divisions with around
13 teams in each division.  Currently Cleeve and Claverham has two teams in the
first division and one each in divisions three and four; both of these expect promotion
at the end of a successful season.  The standard is high and this attracts club
members, men and women, from Bridgwater, Weston and elsewhere, with a wide
age range.
   Sadly the club no longer includes youth coaching which didn’t survive the pandemic
years but they do have a second club evening on Mondays at 7.30 in the Claverham
Village Hall which is mainly for non-league players.
   The club is very open and friendly.  New members are welcome and spectators
too who are encouraged to come and watch the teams in action. For more information
contact Mike Withyman on 01934 833986.
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OPERATION STARFISH - Part 1

Ross Floyd has kindly submitted some fascinating information on Operation Starfish
during the Second World War.  He has split the article into 9 parts and we will be
including these in All About Cleeve over the next 12 months as and when we have
room.

DECOY FIRES LIT ON WRINGTON HILL.
These few words from the log of the local Cleeve air raid warden on 16th March 1941
give no hint of the frantic activity that took place on the hills above our village in the
early part of the Second World War. Hidden from view and beyond top secret was a
‘StarFish’ bombing decoy intended to divert German Bombers from dropping their
high explosive and incendiary bombs on Bristol and the surrounding infrastructure.

The need for passive air defence.
During the early stages of the war the British Isles were virtually defenceless against
night time German bombing raids.  Later as electronics developed, the defences
became murderously effective, but true to form, in the 1930's the Government had
completely neglected to make provision against night time bombing and when the
Blitz began, there was no effective defence. Although a great deal of propaganda
was generated about anti aircraft guns and barrage balloons, the truth was that they
were archaic and useless against night time high level bombing while some guns still
relied on sound location which was, and always had been, unworkable.  A bomber
had to be very unlucky to be hit by 'ack-ack' which was generally fired to boost
civilian morale rather than with any serious hope of hitting an aircraft. Early night time
German losses were negligible.
   As defences developed night fighters were introduced. Single seat fighters were
useless as the pilot spent his time flying rather than searching the sky.  At  first
Blenheim light bombers fitted with gun packs under the fuselage were pressed into
service as they had a navigator and another crew member to assist.  Later on Defiant
turret fighters that were hopeless in daylight were very effective at night in their
designed role as bomber destroyers and towards the end of the Blitz, Beaufighters
became available. These were twin engine heavy fighters similar in concept to the
Messerschmitt Bf 110 and absolutely lethal.  Armed with a pack of machine guns and
cannon in the nose, and a navigator/loader/radar operator who also operated a rear
defence machine gun they could shred a bomber with a single burst of fire.
   However in 1940 there was little chance of intercepting German aircraft in the dark
as fighters needed to be guided onto a target.  This was impossible unless the night
was clear with a full moon and in the early period of the Blitz, the Germans had a
free run. Once British pilots could find the enemy they stood a chance of shooting
them down but the number of successful interceptions were minimal and victories
insignificant given the number of aircraft available to the Germans.  More raiders
were lost to navigational and pilot error or mechanical failure than they were to
British defences.  By the time the British had sorted themselves out, the Blitz was
over, the German bomber fleets were operating on the Eastern Front and never
seriously troubled Britain again although there were a number of highly damaging
nuisance raids.
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   When the first ground control radar was introduced it appeared to be the solution
as British fighters could be vectored onto German bombers.  This was perfectly
acceptable in daylight and good visibility but at night the last half mile still had to be
done visually and most intercepts failed. The key was to put radar into the fighter so
that guidance was available for the critical portion of an interception.  Even when the
equipment became available in the winter of 1940/41 when London, Bristol and other
cities were being raided nightly, British radar sets were few and highly unreliable.
   The equipment was hand built by 'boffins' and while they worked on the ground, by
the time they were in the air and the primitive electronics  had been subject to the
vibration of engines and possibly gun recoil, they regularly failed, and more impor-
tantly, there were just too few to make any impact. However as they were improved,
airborne radar made such a difference to the interception rate that a cover story was
invented about night fighter pilots eating carrots to improve night time visibility, and
this still persists today.   However until the defences became effective there was a
desperate need to find an alternative way to stop the rain of high explosive and fire
bombs.  That had to be passive defence.

BIKEABILITY COMES TO COURT DE WYCK SCHOOL

Bikeability equips pupils with the cycling and road safety skills they need to travel
independently, confidently and safely in a fun and engaging way for children to
remember. Level 1 children stay on school grounds and practice on the playground,
level 2 the children go out on the roads.
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POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES
Cleeve (Good News)
Tuesday & Friday 09.00 – 12.00
Claverham (Village Hall)
Monday & Wednesday 09.00 -12.00

LOCAL POST-BOX COLLECTION TIMES

Mon-Fri Sat.
Woodview Drive  9.00am 7.00am
Bishops Road 9.00am 7.00am
Main Road (Old PO) 9.00pm 7.00am
Yatton PO 5.45pm 11.15am
Congresbury PO 5.15pm 11.15am
Congresbury Broad St 5.30pm 9.00am
Backwell PO 5.30pm 12.15pm
Clevedon Delivery Office 6.00pm
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JUNE
Trinity Singers. June 7th. St Mary’s Church, Yatton. 3:30pm
Focos Mystery Tour. June 9th. 9:30am - 7:30pm approx
Country Night. June 12th. Cleeve Village Hall
Crafts and Cream Teas. June 12th-18th. 3 Bishop’s Mead. 11am - 4pm
Cleeve and Claverham Mothers’ Union Worldwide Lunch. June 17th. Cleeve Village

Hall. 12 noon - 2pm
Congresbury Singers. June 23rd. War Memorial Hall. 7:30pm

JULY
Focos Tea and Cake Afternoon. July 2nd. Bickley. 2:30pm
Cleeve and Claverham Mothers’ Union Toddlers’ Picnic. July 10th. Cleeve Village

Hall. 12 noon

ONGOING

Cleeve Knitting Knights. Sundays. Alterknit Universe. 1 - 5pm
Council Meetings. 2nd Tuesday each month except August and December. Cleeve

Village Hall. 7:30pm
Nailsea District Leg Club. Wednesdays. Nailsea Tithe Barn. For all registered

patients with Tyntesfield Medical Group. No appointments necessary. For details
ring Carole Brooke 07954 034989:30 - 11:30am

Welcome Room. Holy Trinity Church, Thursdays. 12 - 4pm
Mobile Library. Wood View. Fortnightly from March 2nd. 12:35 - 12:55 pm

VILLAGE DIARY
EVENTS IN AND AROUND CLEEVE

LOCAL MARKETS
1st Saturday of month - Kingston Seymour
2nd Saturday of month - Kenn & Yatton
3rd Saturday of month - Claverham



25



26

Sh
ou

ld
 y

ou
r g

ro
up

 b
e 

lis
te

d 
he

re
? 

A
re

 y
ou

r e
nt

rie
s 

co
rr

ec
t?

LOCAL DIRECTORY
ALL CODES 01934 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED

Chemists Backwell (01275) 462386
Yatton 832366

Claverham Meeting House and Cottage Tom & Margaret Leimdorfer 834663
Clavertots Gill Symes gsymes09@aol.com  07876413511
Cleeve Guides Helen Mortimer (01454) 771957
Cleeve Scouts/Cubs Steve Atrill 833912
Cleeve Toddlers Gill Symes gsymes09@aol.com  07876413511
Court de Wyck School Assc Sarah Palmer (01275) 462068
Cricket Club cleevecricketclub@outlook.com John Hance 07881 374958
Cricket Youth Team Carey Elswood cleevecc@yahoo.com
Dentist Cleeve 835753
Dog Training Mrs Herman 834498
Dog Warden - Environmentalprotectiongeneralenquiries@n-somerset.gov.Uk (01275) 888802
FOCOS Mrs Gill Roe 832917
Football (Sporting Weston Football) Gary Booth sportingwestonfc@gmail.com  07971 952705
Holy Trinity Rev’d Daile Wilshere 904765
Holy Trinity (Churchwardens) Dave Mortimer 838515
Holy Trinity (Team Ministry) c/o Team Office 832184
Leg Clinic Carole Brooke 07954 302498

Sandy Riley (01275) 853547
Medical Centres Backwell (01275) 465100

Yatton 839820
Mothers’ Union Andrea Stoddart 832458
Noise nuisance Noise Control Officer 634847
North Somerset Council (All Departments) 888888
Parochial Church Council Dave Mortimer 838515
Parish Council Andy Warren 07932 191964
Playing Field Trustees Alice Jones 877208
POLICE (NON-999 calls)  101
Post Offices Backwell (01275) 462721

Yatton 832201
Cleeve (Good News) 833295
Claverham (Village Hall) 876581

Registrar Births, Marriages, Deaths 622669
Sinclair Pavilion (Bookings) Alice Jones 877208

Colin Warren 07944 758510
Table Tennis Club Mr Mike Withyman 833986
Tennis Club cleevetennisclub@gmail.com 835150
   Junior Coaching  -  John Tate  (johntatetennis@talk21.com) (01275) 464373
Village Agent Sian Taylor (Sian@wern.org.uk
Village Hall Bookings Mrs Gill Roe 832917
Village Hall Secretary Diana Cook 834621
YACWAG (Wildlife Action) Mr. Chris Moore 838282
Yatton History Society Mrs Marianne Pitman 838801
Yatton Horticultural Society Mrs Joan Pittock 832790
Yatton Music Society David Ford 830255
Yatton Ramblers Peter Marshall 833916
Yeo Valley Lions Barry Straughton admin@yeovalleylions.org.uk 832438

mailto:Environmentalprotectiongeneralenquiries@n-somerset.gov.Uk
mailto:sportingwestonfc@gmai.com
mailto:admin@yeovalleylions.org.uk
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